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Cost estimates for the parking lot and new building are based on projections by 
Architects Michael Warden of Knapp Warden LLC and/or Brad Lang of Solum & Lang 
Architects LLC.  
 
New Headquarters: The $3 million “new construction” figure budgeted for the new 
building was developed from previous plans and through discussions with Mr. Warden 
and Mr. Lang. The current headquarters building, the dairy barn, is approximately 6,600 
square feet in size. Designers and planners project that a structure of approximately 
13,000-15,000 square feet will allow us to provide full access and the space to provide 
the best possible services to the public. Mr. Lang indicates a cost of $200-$225 per 
square foot is reasonable for a new LEED structure. We have budgeted based on those 
ranges: a 13,000-15,000 square foot building costing $200-225 per square foot. 
 
Most of the other figures listed in the budget, excluding “Rehabilitation” (see below) 
were estimated in conversation with Mr. Lang, with input from Mr. Warden and Land & 
Facility Steward Jean Wiedenheft of the Indian Creek Nature Center staff. The $500,000 
budgeted for “On-site Improvements” includes permeable paving for the drive and 
parking lot on the new site; establishment of a water source for building use; installation 
of a wetland septic system; and, other major features. The combined Architect & 
Engineer items, at $300,000, are 10% of the “New Construction” budget, which Mr. Lang 
thinks appropriate. The Consultant’s Fee of $50,000 includes $20,000 for LEED 
paperwork. 
 
Parking Lot Renovation: In 2007, for the Nature Center’s Kresge Foundation green 
building planning grant, Mr. Warden provided a $125,000 cost estimate for our parking 
lot renovation. His figure was based on expected construction costs in the Cedar Rapids 
area for a conceptual low- to no-runoff parking lot. We expect costs to have risen in those 
two years, so have added $5,000 (4%) to that figure. Also added are three photovoltaic 
lights, which are expected to cost up to $5,000 apiece. So the total parking lot budget is 
$145,000. This amount is included in the “Rehabilitation” category of the budget, along 
with the roof estimate. 
 
New Roof & Gutters: These costs are based on a bid by Les Deal, Inc., of $61,516. This 
figure is included in the “Rehabilitation” category of the budget, along with the parking 
lot renovation estimate. The roof bid is attached.  
 
 
 



 


